
How to Calculate High Poverty  
 

Step 1: Finding your participant’s census tract and county  

1. Go to Census Geocoder.  

 
2. Select the “Find Geographies” tab at the top, then select “Stateside Parsed Address 

Processing” in the drop-down menu.  
3. Enter your participant’s address in the appropriate fields 

a. Note – You do not need to change the “Benchmark” and “Vintage” 
dropdowns.  

4. Click “Get Results” 
a. Note – Ensure the “Matched Address” aligns exactly with the address you 

input. Sometimes Geocoder will return more than one matched address.  
5. Scroll through the populated data and find the “Counties” section and the “Census 

Tracts” section. Next to the “NAME” line in each section will tell you what county 
and census tract your participant resides in.  

https://geocoding.geo.census.gov/geocoder/


 

Step 2: Calculating High Poverty 

1. Go to data.census.gov (best typed directly in the URL bar) 
 

 
2. In the main search bar, under “Explore Census Data” type “Poverty in (participant’s 

county), KY.” 
3. If your participant’s entire county is high poverty (above 25%), the next page will 

immediately tell you at the top as pictured. If it is below 25%, continue to the next 
step.  

4. Under the “Data” section, select “S1701 | Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months”.  

 
5. A data table will populate. On the lefthand side, select “filters”, then “Census Tract” 

under the “Geographies” section.  

data.census.gov


 
6. Select Kentucky, and then the county that the participant resides in, then census 

tract they reside in.  

 
7. On the lefthand side of the filters, click the “X” next to the light blue bar that has 

their county’s name on it.  

 
8. Minimize the filters using the two arrows in the top right corner.  

 
9. Deselect the “Margin of Error” tab highlighted at the top of your table.  

 



10. This table will show you the poverty percentage of the census tract your participant 
resides in. It is located on the top line in the “Percent below poverty level” section, 
under the “Estimate” column.  

 
11. If the percentage is above 25%, a screenshot of this table will sudice as 

documentation for the participant being high poverty. If not, continue to the next 
step.  

Step 3: Contiguous Census Tracts 

1. From the data table, select the “Maps” tab right below the search bar.  
a. Note – The map should automatically be zoomed in to your selected census 

tract, highlighted in a light blue. If it is not, select “Layer” at the top of the 
map, then select “Census Tract” from the layer list and zoom in to your 
participant’s tract 

 

2. On the map, click and “select” each census tract that touches the residential 
census tract.  

a. Note – It does not matter if bordering census tracts cross state or county 
lines. If they are touching the residential tract, they can be used.  



 

3. Once all contiguous census tracts are selected, your map should be color coded in 
diderent shades of blue, indicating levels of poverty with a legend in the lower left 
corner. The darker the blue, the higher the poverty level.  

 
4. Click each surrounding census tract again to view the poverty percentage. If the 

poverty percentage is below 25%, “deselect” it as including it will only bring your 
poverty average down. Do not deselect the residential tract. 

 



5. Once you have the residential tract selected and all contiguous tracts that are above 
25% selected, return to the data table via the “Tables” tab below the search bar. 

 
6. Deselect the “Margin of Error” tab highlighted at the top of your table. 

 
7. On the righthand side, select the vertical tab labeled “Columns”. 

 
8. Under each census tract section, under the “percent below poverty level” 

subsection, deselect the “estimate” box.  



 
9. Close the columns tab by clicking it again.  
10. The resulting data left will be used to calculate the average poverty level of the 

contiguous census tracts. Add together each “Below poverty level” number from the 
top line for each census tract. Then, add together the “total” number from the top 
line for each tract.  

 
Ex: Below Poverty Level 973 + 651 + 1,452 = 3,076 
       Total                   3,253 + 3,620 + 3,498 = 10,371 

11. Divide the sum of the “below poverty level” numbers by the sum of the “total” 
numbers. The percentage you receive is your average poverty for contiguous census 
tracts.  
3,076 / 10,371 = 0.296 (29.6%) 

Step 4: Documentation  

1. If your participant’s county is high poverty, you can screenshot the initial page from 
your original poverty search and upload that as your documentation. Example 
below.  

 



2. If your participant’s residential tract is high poverty, you can screenshot the top line 
of the table showing the numbers and poverty percentage and upload that as your 
documentation.  

 
3. If you utilized contiguous census tracts to prove high poverty, you must screenshot 

the table with all census tract data included as well as the map showing that all 
census tracts used touch the residential census tract.  

 

 


